
 

Invitation to organize the event “RJ Lunch on Inspiring Innovation” 

 

Inspired by the quote “food for the body is not enough. There must be food for the soul” (Dorothy Day), the 

European Forum for Restorative Justice 
would like to celebrate the International Restorative Justice week 2014 (November 16-23) together with all of its 

members in Europe and beyond. This year the EFRJ would like to encourage all of you to organise a RJ Lunch 

on the theme for this year, “Inspiring Innovation”

. As a sub-theme, the EFRJ would like to suggest to focus on 

the future direction of RJ in your country. 

 

What is the RJ Lunch? 

The RJ Lunch is a local event that we would like you to organise for your partners to share food and ideas. 

Participants are asked to bring their own lunch and share it with others, while sharing also their reflections about 

the future directions of RJ in your own country. The exact format of the RJ Lunch can be decided by your 

organisation. A few suggestions could be to organise: 

 a round table discussion facilitated by a moderator and focusing on the sub-theme of the RJ Week 2014;  

 an open dialogue session with a victim and/or and offender that participated in an inspiring RJ process 

(either or not facilitated by your own organisation); 

 an interactive role-play or RJ game whereby you illustrate some innovative elements of RJ; 

 … 

Some leading questions that could inspire you while organising your local RJ Lunch could be: what could be 

the future direction of RJ in your country/region? How could organisations working with victims and offenders 

be inspired by RJ principles?  

How to organize a RJ Lunch? 

Here you have few practical ideas to organise your RJ Lunch: 

1. Create a RJ team 

 Make sure to be surrounded by some volunteers that can help you organizing the event (e.g., students) 

 Make sure that you appoint a moderator/coordinator to lead/facilitate your RJ Lunch 

2. Choose the date and location of your RJ Lunch 

 Choose any day between the 16
th
 and the 23

rd
 of November 2014 

 Depending on your local customs, the RJ Lunch could take place between 12am and 2pm 

 Reserve a suitable venue (possibly with a big table) within your own organisation, or ask for a suitable 

venue in the area (e.g., a school, a community centre, etc.) 

                                                           
 More information is available on the website of the Correctional Service Canada (www.csc-scc.gc.ca/restorative-justice/003005-2000-eng.shtml  ).

http://www.csc-scc.gc.ca/restorative-justice/003005-2000-eng.shtml


3. Prepare and disseminate the invitation of your RJ Lunch within your network 

 Feel free to use the template in attachment, or prepare your own local programme. We encourage you to 

translate the template in the local language 

 Make sure that you also send the invitation to the EFRJ to make it visible all over Europe (please translate 

it in English, if needed) 

 Print some invitations and send them to other local restorative justice organisations, criminal justice 

services, victim support organisations, health institutions, schools, local administrations, etc. 

What to expect from the EFRJ? 

The EFRJ will provide you with a short film to be shown during your RJ Lunch in order to stimulate a 

discussion. It will also support your event by advertising it among all its members and followers (i.e., visibility 

will be given on the EFRJ website, social media and newsflashes). As far as possible, the EFRJ will also assist 

you if you need any help in developing a tailor-made programme for your local organisation. 

The EFRJ will NOT be able to provide any financial contribution to your RJ Lunch, nor will it be held 

responsible for any failure or damage that may incur during the event.
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What to do on the day of the RJ Lunch? 

You should have a nice meal and enjoy! But also… 

1. Welcome the participants  

 Give a brief explanation about restorative justice (if necessary), the International RJ Week and the local 

organisers of the event 

 Explain the purpose and the programme of the RJ Lunch and other practicalities (e.g., about the idea of 

sharing the food) 

2. Screen the film prepared by the EFRJ in occasion of the International RJ Week 2014 

3. Start your lunch and activity (e.g., round table, dialogue, role-play/game) 

4. Take some pictures and make some notes 

What to do after the RJ Lunch? 

Write a short paragraph about your RJ Lunch (including day, location, number of participants, programme of 

the event, relevant thoughts and ideas) and send it, together with some pictures, to the EFRJ. A brief report of 

your RJ Lunch will be published on our website. 

 

Have a nice RJ  meal! 

the EFRJ staff 

 

 

                                                           
1Questions? Send an email to Emanuela:  emanuela@euforumrj.org

mailto:emanuela@euforumrj.org

