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The application of community policing 

philosophy in the prevention of terrorism 

and countering violent extremism and 

radicalization which favors terrorism



 Community Policing is a philosophy (a way of thinking)

 Community Policing is also an organizational strategy (a roadmap to implement

such strategy)

 Community policing practices the prevention of terrorism and countering

extremisms and violent radicalization should be tailored to the political,

economic, social and areal background where it’s conducted.

Community Policing 



• Community policing and anti-terrorism operations 

 . Should be visibly distinctive from one-another.

 The exchange of  intelligence and efficient coordination should be ensured at 

all levels.

 It should be backed up with standard operating procedures which should not, 

in turn, have a negative impact to one-another so as to enable the 

implementation of  work objectives towards the prevention of  extremism and 

violent radicalization
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• The full regard to human rights and accountability of  police in 

relation to their actions in the fight against violent radicalization

 Community Policing in the fight against violent radicalization should be 

compliant to international human rights standards

 It can be achieved through increased transparency and access to the 

drafting and assessment of  strategies and policies of  community policing 

activity.

 Raising awareness and public confidence on police work in the fight 

against violent radicalism can only be strengthened through a process on 

the formulation and evaluation of  policies which is transparent and 

accessible to the public.
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• Standard Operating Procedures

 Familiarization with the phenomena of  terrorism, violent extremism and 

terrorist radicalization. 

 Specialized training on human rights in the context of  anti-terrorism

Gain an understanding on how terrorists seek to take advantage from a 

community in order to harbor their support.

Gain an understanding on sensitive matters and risks involving members of  the 

public in their efforts to prevent terrorism and in their fight against violent 

radicalization;
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• Tactical actions to implement the community policing strategy

 Properly understand the nature and scale of  the issue. 

 Implementation through a process of  collaboration, meetings, discussions 

and other joint meetings of  the police and community members.

Define and preserve clarity of  the roles of  the CP implementing team and 

police units or other law enforcement agencies operating in the given 

location.

Determine decision making levels and set responsibilities.  
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• Communications with the public on anti-terrorism

 Nature and extent of  terrorism risk, neither exaggerating or minimizing it;

 The police role, and what is being done to safeguard the public;

 Unusual or suspicious patterns or behavior to be careful/weary of;

 How to contact the police, in the cases when they see suspicious;

 Relevance and importance of  information and the irreplaceable role of  the public 

itself  in obtaining such information;

 The police should communicate with the public is a way as  to calm them and add 

community cohesion;
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• Communications with the public on anti-terrorism (continued)

 The police should ask for information from witnesses, ensuring their safety;

 The police should have capacities for interaction with various cultural and religious 

groups;

 The police should be capable of  referring terrorism victims to the relevant public 

services and/or civil society organizations which can provide them with legal aid, 

psychological and healthcare support, etc.; 
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• Media Relations and Communications

 It should be clear within the police as to who is the authorized representative for 

media communications;

 The police should be aware and have updated knowledge on the diversity and 

complexity of  local and national media sources and demonstrate willingness to 

communicate with the media in an unbiased non-selective manner;

 The police should be prepared to give facts, context and supporting information;

 The police should distance itself  from the involvement in public debates with 

journalists, news sources, or have a defensive mode on any of  their actions or 

perceived failures;

 The police should not release any information to the media on potential victims 

and witnesses;
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• Sharing Information with the public

Consistency

Reciprocity

Transparency

 Inclusion/Involvement

Community Policing 



• Specificities of  community policing interaction

 Raise an awareness on the circumstances of  what happened in the community and 

raise their understanding on the dynamics, perceived risk and concerns within the 

communities; this can be a basis for a more informed and more efficient policing;

 Disclose information and main messages to the public, including the fading of  

perceptions and rumors;

 Build upon relations of  mutual trust /reliance as a basis for further cooperation;

 Establish relations which ensure public participation and interaction with the 

community on problem solving, including crisis (critical situations).;
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• Interaction with specific groups with the aim of  terrorism 

prevention.

What are the needs and problems of  the cluster (such as cohesion, 

segregation, social pressure and leadership;

What are the relevant demographic and economic and social data? (i.e., 

gender, age, ethnicity, cultural background and religion);

 Especially in relation to the police; i.e., what is their experience, 

perceptions and approach to having police in this group;

 How exposed is this group (community) to terrorism threats? How is violent 

radicalization perceived within the group?
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• Interaction with youth

 Police officers can include giving advice on terrorism prevention, as a part of  the 

initiatives on the overall security/ safety awareness targeting youth;

 Establish their presence in the social media, to interact with young people;

 Hold events where young men and women can learn on police work and 

experience them;

 Develop educational programs or internships for youngsters who might show an 

interest in joining the police;

 Benefit from interpersonal skills of  some individuals have among young people;
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• Interaction with women

Women are members of  the community and as such they should be able 

to take an active part in initiatives concerning the safeguarding of  the 

community where they reside; 

 Women bring a different focus to the identification and handling of  specific 

political, social, cultural, economic or educational issues which can bring about 

violent extremisms and terrorist radicalization in general and to groups of  women 

and young people in particular;

 Women are real participants to initiatives and can build effective stories to combat 

violent extremism and terrorist radicalism.
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• Interaction me religious communities and their members

 Their communities can be potential targets of  terrorist attacks;

 They can be important sources of  information on how anti-terrorism measures 

affected their communities and how they perceive such measures;

 They can help police authorities to better understand their communities and adapt, 

consequently, cooperation initiatives with them;

 You may be aware of  the presence of  individuals or (publishing) materials 

circulating within their community who/that articulate stories that justify terrorism;

 They may be better placed to vigorously and effectively counteract some aspects of  

stories that terrorists use to justify terrorism;

•
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• Interaction with civil society organizations

 Increase of  public awareness of  the nature of  terrorist threats, applicable laws and 

measures to prevent and combat terrorism;

 Increase public awareness of  the human rights standards that police must meet in 

preventing and tackling terrorism;

 Studying conditions that favor terrorism to support developing a better 

understanding of  extremism and violent radicalization;

 Contributing to the prevention and resolution of  tensions within and between 

communities through the creation of  safe spaces for discussion of  issues; 
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Any Questions???

Thank you!!!
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